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           Rockhound Rumblings 

      June 2022                  President's Rambles 
 

Well, time sure has flown. Our show is over and Spring is supposed to be here. It 

sure would be nice to have some warm sunny weather. Hopefully June will get 

off to a great start. 

 June starts out with a couple of club field trips The one is actually over 

Memorial Day weekend (technically not June, but close enough) and the other 

the next weekend. We also have our two Powwows, One in Prineville (June 

16=19) and the other in Madras (June 24-26). Both have some great field trips if 

you are interested. A lot of great vendors from throughout the NW show at 

both. I know I can’t wait to go. 

There will be no Board meeting in June due to the Pow Wows. 

Regular meeting is on June 2nd. 

Regards, 

Richard Ilg 

 

*Editor’s Note* 

This is a severely abbreviated newsletter due mostly to the fact I have a senior in high school and I have 

so many other things on my plate, not to mention working full time.  My apologies for a very small 

newsletter, send letters, pictures, articles and more so I can cut and paste and it will make a better 

newsletter!  Thank you for your understanding!  I look forward to seeing you all at the club meeting on 

Thursday, June 2nd.      -Djaylan Adams, editor  



Pictures from the River of Gems Rock Show 

   



 

  



FIELD TRIP INFORMATION 
 
The new date for the fire opal claim near Bly is May 28th and May 29th. 

 
Jason thinks the main road will be cleared up . We rescheduled for Saturday May 28th. 

We will be going to Jason McCall’s private FIRE OPAL claim, located between Bly and Lakeview. 
This is a Virgin claim. No guarantees of finding Fire Opals. You keep what you find, no fees. You're helping 

Jason find seams and good places to locate rocks. 
We may camp on the property Jason's neighbor is also allowing camping in his quarry. Motels are located 

in Lakeview about 40 min away, also campgrounds with services. 
Members may keep all finds. You will need tools. Water, sunhat and sunscreen, Shovels, picks, rock 

hammer, buckets, gloves, more WATER, food. Meet at 9 am at the porta potties located at Quartz 
Mountain 97630 

The Fire Opals are pretty easy to find up there. It's a bit remote so not a lot of rockhounds get out that 
way and they shine pretty good on the ground, especially in the Spring. I believe he has a pit going where 

you can dig as well. My two main tips would be; bring drinking water, and bring shoes with good ankle 
support . 

 

SATURDAY, JUNE 4, 2022 AT 7 AM 

China Hollow Jasper led by Frank Forbes 

 

May 5, 2022 WAMS General Meeting Minutes 
 
Richard opened the meeting at 7:10pm. 
 
The board members present; Richard, Phil, David M., Mimi, Djaylan, Barbara, Woody, Ken S., Ken S., Larry, Ann, Tom B., and 
Suzette. 
New business: 
 
Mimi introduced the many new member who were in attendance. Motion made to accept them all. Second. Passed. Mimi drew raffle 
tickets for the buckets from Rock Show new members; they had to be present. Three new members got the buckets. 
Congratulations and welcome to all the new members. Please join us on our many rock field trips and other events. 
 
Ken S.; Rock Show results were excellent. We had bigger than normal turnout. Thank you to all the volunteers who helped out. You 
are greatly appreciated.  
 
Next rock show is on Sept. 16 thru 18, 2022 in building “C”. Ken will let us know when he will schedule organizing for it. 
 
Richard is donating the book: “Rock Treasures of Oregon” by Hans Gamma to the WAMS library. Thank You.  
 
Old Business; Motion made to accept April 2022 minutes as present. Second. Passed. 
 
Treasure report by Phil; Bills to be paid. Motion made to pay the bills. Second. Passed. 
May 2022 treasure report presented. Motion made to accept. Second. Passed. 
 
Joe announced that we need people to apply for scholarships. College students or high school kids who are getting a degree related 
to geology or a geology camp. 
 
Larry and Ann are selling all of theirs rocks and equipment. The sale will be May13th weekend and the next one. 
 
Board meeting is May16th at 6:30p.  
 
Refreshments for June’s meeting; Phil, Joe Gandy, Gabriella ,and Deena Cooper. Scholarship rocks Ken S. Raffle rocks Woody, 
Joe Gandy. Kids rocks Phil.  
 
Motion made to adjourn at 8:15pm. Second. Passed. 
Minutes typed and presented by suzette. 
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To: 

 

Willamette Agate and Mineral Society (W.A.M.S.) is affiliated with the 

American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS), the Northwest 

Federation of Mineralogical Societies (NFMS), the Oregon Council of Rock and 

Mineral Clubs, the American Lands Access Association (ALAA), and the Special 

Congress Representing Involved Bulletin Editors (S.C.R.I.B.E.). 

 

Meetings are held on the first Thursday of each month at 7:00 pm at the Salem 

50+ Senior Center, 2615 Portland Road NE, in Salem, Oregon. Executive Board 

meetings are held with upcoming meetings announced at the general meeting, 

and all members are invited to attend. W.A.M.S. was organized to stimulate 

interest in the study and collection of agates, minerals, gems, and fossils, and 

support lapidary work, education, scientific study of natural earth sciences, and 

charitable purposes within the meaning of Section #501(C)(3) IRS 

 

WAMS contact information: 

Webpage:  

www.wamsi.net 

Facebook: 

Willamette Agate & Mineral Society, Inc. 

Instagram: 

Willamette_agate_and_mineral 

Twitter: 

https://twitter.com/RiverofGems 

Newsletter email: 

rockclubnewsletter@gmail.com 

River of Gems email: 

Wams.riverofgems@gmail.com 
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